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Fiscal Note

Proposed legislation retains present law and adds three types of threats to constitute extortion: 1) a threat to take or 
withhold action as a public official or cause a public official to take or withhold action; 2) a threat to testify or provide
information or withhold testimony or information with respect to another's legal claim or defense; and 3) a threat to perform
any act which would not, standing alone, substantially benefit the actor but which is calculated to substantially harm another
person with respect to his health, safety, business, vocation, career, financial condition, reputation, or personal relationships.

The proposed legislation may result in an increase in state general fund expenditures if a defendant is convicted of extortion.
The exact fiscal impact of the passage of this legislation is indeterminable, since it adds new threats of extortion to the
current list and it is not known how many individuals will be convicted of this crime.  However, any offender sentenced to the
custody of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections increases expenditures by $55.78 per day per offender in state
facilities since existing law provides for hard labor.

According to the Department of Corrections, there are currently 11 offenders incarcerated for extortion with an average
sentence of 19.96 years.  In 2010 there were 8 admissions with an average sentence of 2.8 years and 4 releases with an
average time served of 2.0 years.

For illustrative purposes, for each defendant that is convicted for any of the new types of threats, the cost to incarcerate the
offender for a year in a state facility would be $20,360 (1 offender x $55.78 per day x 365 days).

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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Dual Referral RulesSenate House

13.5.1 >= $100,000 Annual Fiscal Cost {S&H} 6.8(F)1 >= $500,000 Annual Fiscal Cost {S}
6.8(F)2 >= $100,000 Annual SGF Cost {H&S}

13.5.2 >= $500,000 Annual Tax or Fee
                Change {S&H}

6.8(G) >= $500,000 Tax or Fee Increase
                or a Net Fee Decrease {S}


